POEMS TO BUILD INTONATION AND PHRASING

The Goops

BY GELETT BURGESS

The Goops they lick their fingers,
And the Goops they lick their knives;
They spill their broth on the tablecloth—
Oh, they lead disgusting lives!
The Goops they talk while eating,
And loud and fast they chew;
And that is why I am glad that |

Am not a Goop—are you!

The Goops are gluttonous and rude,
They gug and gumble with their food;
They throw their crumbs upon the floor,
And at dessert they tease for more;
They will not eat their soup and bread
But like to gobble sweets, instead,

And this is why I oft decline,
When [ am asked to stay and dine!
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Instructional Routine

Use the following routine for introducing
each poem.

STEP 1: Distribute copies of the poem or write the poem on
chart paper. As an alternative, make a transparency of the
poem and show it on the overhead projector.

STEP 2: Read aloud the poem. Highlight one or two aspects
of fluency, such as intonation or phrasing. Discuss these
aspects of fluency and model them using selected
sentences or phrases from the poem.

STEP 3: Do an echo reading of the poem. Read aloud each
stanza and have students repeat using the same pace,
accuracy, and expression.

STEP 4: Assign the poem to partners, small groups, or
individuals based on the goal of each poem. For example,
poems designed for repeated readings should be assigned to
individuals, whereas poems for choral readings should

be assigned to small groups.

STEP 5: Provide time throughout the week for students to
practice reading aloud their poems. Circulate and listen in.
Provide feedback on key aspects of fluent reading. Then, allow
students to share their readings at the end of the week.

Above all, have fun with the poems in this book. Poems are
like language amusement parks; they represent the works of
those playing with language in rhythmic and creative ways.
Sharing the joys of written language with students is a
wonderful and valuable gift.
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