See How Thzy
Run!

BY GRACE MAYR

.

Run is a word with meanings galore.
I'll think of some. You think of more.
Run is a break in your mother’s hose;

b Run is what paint does all over your clothes.
You run for the bus and for office, too;
Prices run high, but that’s nothing new.

B pe—— You run up a seam, run before you jump,

Run onto a bargain, and over a bump.

Peaches run fine and big this season;
Sailboats run with the wind with reason.
A run in baseball can win the game;

A horse run too hard will often go lame.

And on we could run for many a day
Compounding nouns—rundown, runaway,
Runoff, run-in, run-out, runabout.
Please! Please! No need to shout,
For I’'ve run down! But it’s been fun

Naming ways to use the word run.
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Instructional Routine

Use the following routine for introducing
each poem.

STEP 1: Distribute copies of the poem or write the poem on
chart paper. As an alternative, make a transparency of the
poem and show it on the overhead projector.

STEP 2: Read aloud the poem. Highlight one or two aspects
of fluency, such as intonation or phrasing. Discuss these
aspects of fluency and model them using selected
sentences or phrases from the poem.

STEP 3: Do an echo reading of the poem. Read aloud each
stanza and have students repeat using the same pace,
accuracy, and expression.

STEP 4: Assign the poem to partners, small groups, or
individuals based on the goal of each poem. For example,
poems designed for repeated readings should be assigned to
individuals, whereas poems for choral readings should

be assigned to small groups.

STEP 5: Provide time throughout the week for students to
practice reading aloud their poems. Circulate and listen in.
Provide feedback on key aspects of fluent reading. Then, allow
students to share their readings at the end of the week.

Above all, have fun with the poems in this book. Poems are
like language amusement parks; they represent the works of
those playing with language in rhythmic and creative ways.
Sharing the joys of written language with students is a
wonderful and valuable gift.
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